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2. Surface of the distinct concretions.                    Chap. T.

The surface is smooth, rough, streaked, uneven, &c.

3.  "The lustre of the distinct concretions.
It is distinguished in the same way as the external

lustre.

General as*
IV. GENERAJL ASPECT.   Under this head three par-  pect.

ticulars are  comprehended; namely, 1. The transpa-
rency ; 2. The streak ; 3. The soiling*

1., The transparency,

By transparency is meant the proportion of light
which minerals are capable of transmitting. They are
transparent when objects can be seen distinctly through
them ; setnitransparent, when objects are seen through
them indistinctly ; translucent, when light passes, but in
so small a quantity that objects cannot be seen through
them * ; opaque, when no lig&t is transmitted.

When opaque minerals become transparent in water,
they are called hydrophanous* When objects are seen
double through a transparent mineral, it is said to re-
fract doubly.

2.  The streak or scratch,

Is the mark left when a mineral is scratched by any
hard body, as the point of a knife. It is either similar,
of the same colour with the mineral; or dissimilar9 of

a different colour.

* According to Mr Kirwan's method, I have denoted these three
degrees of transparency by'the figures 4, 3, %. When a mineral is trans-
lucent only at the edge, that is "denoted by the figure i. Opacity is
sometimes denoted by o.
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